S4io%iPCT/PTD 26 mm 
le,E\etjerandHoward,llp 

g professional corporations OFFICES IN 

20irCorporate Ridge, Suite 400 Virginia 
McLean, Virginia 22102-7847 

(703) 760-165), Fax (703) 821-8949 WaSHINCTON, D.C. 

www.venablexom Maryland 



A^MBLE 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 



April 26, 2000 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Attention: Box PCT - DESIGNATED/ELECTED OFFICE (DO/EO/US) 



FORM PTO- 1390 U S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
(REV 5-93) 

.mANSMITTAL LETTER TO THE UNITED STATES 
©ESIGNATED/ELECTED OFFICE (DO/EO/US) 

Concerning a filing under 35 u.s.c. 371 


ATTORNEY'S DOCKET NUMBER 

31981-160441 


U.S. APPLICATION NO. (If known, see 37 CFR 1.5) 

09/530196 


ISternational application no. international filing date 
1FCT/JP98/04981 November 5, 1998 


PRIORITY DATES CLAIMED: 

November 7^ 1997 


j^TLE OF INVENTION 

' - see attached pages - 


®»PLICANT(S) FOR DO/EO/US 

\B - see attached pages - 

jij — 


^Applicant herewith submits to the United States Designated/Elected Office (DO/EO/US) the following items and other information: 

IC X This is a FIRST submission of items concerning a filing under 35 U.S.C. 371 . 

2. □ This is a SECOND or SUBSEQUENT submission of items concerning a filing under 35 U.S.C. 37 1 . 

3. X This express request to begin national examination procedures (35 U.S.C 371(f)) at any time rather than delay 

examination until the expiration of the applicable time limit set in 35 U.S.C. 37Kb) and PCT Articles 22 and 39(1). 



- See attached pages for additional data - 
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April 26, 2000 



ATTORNEYS AT LAW 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Attorney Docket: 31981-160441 



Attention: PCT-DO/US 

Re: International Application PCT/JP98/04981 filed November 5, 1 998 
Priority Claimed: Japanese Patent Application No. 322247/1997 and 
Japanese Patent Application No. 322248/1997 both filed November 7, 1997 

Inventor: Nobuo KIMURA 

735-5, Nishikoiso Oiso-machi, Naka-gun, Kanagaw^a 255-0005, Japan 

Inventor: Kazuo ONO 

2-4, Yusyudaihigashi, Ichihara-shi, Chiba 299-0124, Japan 

Inventor: Shigemichi FUKAYAMA 

3777-6, Tomitsuka-cho, Hamamatsu-shi, Shizuoka 432-8002, Japan 

Inventor: Masayuki KATAOKA 

7-1 8-12, Aobadai, Ichihara-shi, Chiba 299-01 17, Japan 

Inventor: Kazuji OKABE 

56-101, Sakuta, Shisawa, Nakosomachi, Iwaki-shi, Fukushima 979-0145, Japan 

Inventor: Yoshiharu KOMODA 

549-1 Toyoda Isoharamachi Kitaibaraki-shi, Ibaraki 319-1543, Japan 

Title: METALLIC PLATE OR RESIN STRUCTURE HAVING 
PHOTOCATALYST-SUPPORTING FILM LAMINATED THERETO 



Submitted herewith, as the first submission, are the following for the purposes of entering the 
national stage for the USA under 35 U.S.C. 371(c), immediate national examination under 35 U.S.C. 
371(f) being requested. 

- International application PCT/JP98/04981 published as WO 99/24253 with English-language 

international search report issued by the Japanese Patent Office; 

- English-language translation of the international application; 

- Preliminary Amendment to eliminate multiple claim dependency; 

- Copy of the front page of the Publication document; 



Sir: 
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- Information Disclosure Statement, Form PTO-1449; and 

- A check in the amount of $876.00 ($840.00 for fiHng fee and $36.00 for 2 extra claims) 

TOTAL FEE ENCLOSED: $876.00 

Should no remittance be attached, or should a greater or lesser fee be required, please charge or 
credit our Account No. 22-0261 . 



Venable, Baetjer and Howard, LLP 
Post Office Box 34385 
Washington, D.C. 20043-9998 
(202) 962-4800 

Date: April 26, 2000 

#197788 



Respectfully submitted, 




Robert J. Frank 
Registration No. 19,112 
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